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occupants of the involved Toyota vehicle and those of other vehicles on the
highways . . . as well as with bicyclists and pedestrians

® “pull back the floor mat and dislodge it from the accelerator pedal” . . .
could not possibly be accomplished without a diversion of the driver’s vision
and attention for seconds or even minutes — a forced diversion away from the
driving task and attention to the stream of traffic. . . . NHTSA . . . found that
glances away from the roadway totaling ‘more than 2 seconds for any purpose
increase near-crash/crash risk by at least two times that of normal, baseline
driving.””

® “The dangers presented to occupants of vehicles disabled in traffic or
along the sides of busy highways have been long recognized.”

® “A California court found that ‘stalling, under almost any
circumstances, presents an unreasonable risk to automobile safety and to the
safety of occupants of any such automobile. It would defy common sense and
the weight of the evidence to find otherwise.”” [quoting 10/11/00 Alameda
Superior Court statement of decision after trial, stating intention to order recall
of 23 million vehicles because of defects causing stalling]

® “Following the recommendations [in the “Interim Notice’’] would
cause the vehicle to stall. . . . A stalled or disabled vehicle is one which, due to
loss of power, is no longer able to maintain its travel speed. (In the case of a
Toyota suddenly afflicted by an uninvited power surge due to its “sudden
acceleration” defect, the vehicle may be traveling at a dangerously high rate of
speed while its driver attempts to carry out Toyota’s recommendations.)”

@ “As the vehicle slows, it increasingly presents a hazard to itself and to
other vehicles, which are traveling at highway rates of speed. Even if the driver
1s able to successfully maneuver the disabled vehicle out of the road’s traffic
lanes and onto the roadside — a difficult and dangerous undertaking . . . it

continues to present a hazard, since it is now a ‘fixed object’ subject to impact
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