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increase the effort required to slow the vehicle.

“Shift the transmission gear selector to the Neutral (N) position and use the brakes
to make a controlled stop at the side of the road and turn off the engine.

“If unable to put the vehicle in Neutral, turn the engine OFF, or to ACC. This will
not cause loss of steering or braking control, but the power assist to these systems
will be lost.

“If the vehicle is equiqped with an Engine Start/ Stofp button, firmly and steadily
ush the button for at least three seconds to turn off the engine. Do NOT tap the
ngine Start/Stop button.”

“If the vehicle is equipped with a conventional keKI-iglI}ition, turn the ignition key

to the ACC position to turn off the engine. Do NOT remove the key from the

ignition as this will lock the steering wheel.”

7. Although the actions specified by Toyota are intended to counteract the
hazards of sudden acceleration induced by these vehicles’ admitted defects, they create
a new and different set of hazards for the same vehicles in the event that owners take
such actions. These hazards are (1) loss of vehicle control and (2) disabling/stalling of

the vehicle in traffic.

Loss of Control Hazard

8. Loss of vehicle control by drivers has been repeatedly recognized as a cause
of serious and fatal crashes. As recently as September of this year, the National Highway
Traffic Administration noted the role of driver distraction and loss of control in crash
causation. (DOT HS 811 216, Traffic Safety Facts, Research Notes, September 2009)
“Distraction from the primary task of driving could present a serious and potentially
deadly danger. In 2008, 5,870 people lost their lives and an estimated 515,000 people
were injured in police-reported crashes in which at least one form of driver distraction
was reported on the crash report.” On its Safercar website (www.safercar.gov) NHTSA

urges drivers: “Avoid conditions that lead to a loss of control.”
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