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“trouble maneuvering the vehicle” could be lethal in highway traffic.
(http://blogs.consumerreports.org/cars/2009/10/toyota-recall-putting-stuck-floor-mat-

survival-strategies-to-the-test.html)

Disabled Vehicle Hazard

12.  The dangers presented to occupants of vehicles disabled in traffic or along
the sides of busy highways have been long recognized. For example, NHTSA’s Federal
Motor Vehicle Safety Standard No. 125 states its purpose as “to reduce deaths and
injuries due to rear-end collisions between moving traffic and disabled vehicles.” The
standard, which addresses the need for warning devices to alert motorists to the hazards

of stalled vehicles, has been in effect since 1974.

13. A California court, in considering the safety implications of stalling, found
that “stalling, under almost any circumstances, presents an unreasonable risk to
automobile safety and to the safety of occupants of any such automobile. It would defy
common sense and the weight of the evidence to find otherwise.” (Statement of Decision,
Howard v. Ford Motor Co. et al, California Superior Court, County of Alameda, No.
763785-2, October 11, 2000)

14, Following the instructions advanced by Toyota’s letter to owners would
cause the vehicle to stall, although Toyota does not use that term. The instructions call
for the following actions to be taken by the driver of a moving vehicle, with the clear
purpose of bringing it to a stall so as to terminate the defect-caused sudden acceleration:

“Shift the transmission gear selector to the Neutral (N) position and use the brakes
to make a controlled stop at the side of the road and turn off the engine.

“Ifunable to put the vehicle in Neutral, turn the engine OFF, or to ACC. This will
nthgusle loss of steering or braking control, but the power assist to these systems
will be lost.

“If the vehicle is equi]%ped with an Engine Start/Stop button, firmly and steadily
push the button for at'least three seconds to turn off the engine. Do NOT tap the
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