“invade the architecture of the interior of the automobile to mount this electronic computer to run
our engine . . .” was met with “acrimonious” opposition from the “body engineers and stylists and

the whole rest of the company.” Feaheny Tr. at 2008:8-2010:8.

The argument by Feaheny and his engineers to place ignition electronics in the passenger
compartment was lost. See, e.g, TX 215 at TFIX 9735. A design decision, made for reasons
related to style and not concerned with safety, emissions control, or mileage, set Ford on a course
which led directly to the TFI problems unveiled in ﬂlis litigation. The decision not to place the
delicate electronic, computer driven ignition technology inside the passenger compartment and
directly on the distributor instead, flawed at the outset, has been fiercely and stubbornly defended

ever since. See, e.g., Davis Tr. at 4974:26-4975:3; Minear Tr. at 7793:20-24.

After the failure of the Duraspark technology, in the early 1980s, Ford decided to use “thick
film” technology for its next generation of ignition modules. (Hereafter TFI modules) See, e.g,
Davis V at 17:13-18:6 (“we needed a new ignition system that would marry the operation of these
two together properly”); TX 5089 at TFIX 0208 (enumerating reasons Ford replaced Duraspark with
new generation of ignition modules). The TFI module is the electronic “brain” of the ignition
system that controlsthe spark in the internal combustion process. It is designed to last for the life of
the vehicle without the need for service or maintenance. See, e.g., Miller V at 30:15-32:1; Pecht Tr.
at 1627:5-1628:5; Davis Tr. at 4695:19-4696:3; TX 455 at TF14 0142; TX 823 at TFI6 1237. See
also, Ford’s Motor Company’s Opening Trial Brief, p. 6:9-23. Ford knew, from the very beginning
of the shift to electronic technology, that the TFI module was vulnerable to “thermal stress” and that
heat was the enemy of electronic devices. See Pecht Tr. at 1616:11-26, 1613:15-1614:4, 1617:2.8-
16119:22, 1624:17-1625:6, 1637: 5-1638:3; Davis Tr. 4814:-4815:18; TX 958 at TFI5 2481 (“rule
of thumb” is that TFI module life doubles with each 10° C in temperature); see also TX 4641 at
TFIA 7170-7171 (Ford document defining TF] module as a “critical circuit™: one that can “disable

the vehicle or severely impairs the driver’s ability to operate the vehicle”).
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