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“Pull back.” Toyota means the driver should bend down to move the floor mat.
A driver doing that cannot even use the steering wheel, the brakes, or anything else
on the car.

® Putting the car in neutral is just as bad or worse. You are driving on a
freeway or in street traffic. If you put the car in neutral, you completely lose the
ability to accelerate in order to move the car to the side safely. It is the same as
stalling. Cars have been recalled because of stalling problems. Tendency to stall is a
defect. A stalled car in traffic is a safety hazard.' |

In the same breath, Toyota’s instructions say, “make a controlled stop at the
side of the road and turn off the engine”. When the car is put in neutral, it slows
down. The other cars on the road do not. In order to make a “controlled stop at the
side of the road,” a driver has to be able to accelerate out of the way of cars coming
up from the right. But Toyota’s driver cannot do that.

® Turning off the engine is worse yet. Now we have a stalled car that has no
power steering and no power brakes. Cars designed with power steering are not
designed to be steered without it. Steering them without the power is extremely
difficult. The same is true of power brakes."

For example, older cars designed without power steering had much larger
steering wheels than today’s cars. Why? Because the driver needed lots of leverage
in order to steer. When a modern car loses its power steering, the little steering wheel

and other design features in the car make it very hard to steer.
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